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Maple

• Maple is one of the most common North American trees
• There are 13 species of maple trees native to North America

• Primarily separated into 2 groups of lumber – Hard Maple and Soft Maple
• Hard maple is commonly referred to as Sugar Maple, Rock Maple…
• Soft Maple includes species such as Silver, Red Maple, Bigleaf Maple.
• 4 species are commonly tapped: Sugar maple, Red, Black and Silver

• The wood grain of Maple includes curly, quilted, birds-eye…
• Common straight grained Maple is valued for building furniture, home 

construction, flooring.
• The decorative grain Maple is valued a used in artwork and musical 

instrument
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Identifying Maple Wood 
You can identify maple wood by its color, texture, grain, and growth rings. 

Color: 
• Hard maple: Light, pale white to creamy color, with minimal grain patterns.  
• Soft maple: Slightly darker and more varied color range, ranging from pale yellow to light 

brown.  Finishes like Danish Oil and thin shellac penetrate more quickly than on hard maple.

Other characteristics 
• Weight: Hard Maple boards are often heavier than Soft Maple boards (up to 25%)
• Hard Maple is slower growing and will usually have smaller/tighter growth rings
• Iron sulfate test (When dabbed on a Hard Maple, iron sulfate creates a pale blue or green coloration)
• Leaves: Hard Maple leaves have U-shaped valleys or, sinuses, which are  between the points 

of the lead.  Soft Maple has more of a V-shaped sinus.



Identifying Maple Trees 
• Leaves

• Hard maple leaves have “U-shaped valleys (sinuses)
• Soft maples will have a more “V-shaped” sinues

Sugar Maple (hard maple) Silver Maple (soft maple)



Maple Fun Facts
• Maple wood is versatile for various applications because it lacks any distinctive odor. 

• Maple is considered a Tonewood, carrying soundwaves well, and is used in numerus musical 
instruments.

• It takes 40-50 gallons of tree sap to produce one gallon of syrup.

• Box elder is in the Maple tree family (Acer genus) can also be tapped for syrup (although 
lower sugar and sap volume)



Wood Hardness – Janka Scale



Janka Scale
Janka Ratings of Common North American Hardwoods

The Janka Rating for:
• Hard Maple is 1,450
• Soft Maple is 950

https://tinytimbers.com/new/wp-content/uploads/janka-native.png
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