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The black walnut tree is one of the 

largest trees in the country, native 

to the North Eastern regions of the 

United States, and famous for its 

enormous size and deliciously 

edible nuts.



TREE IDENTIFICATION
The deciduous black walnut tree may grow to a height of 150 feet and a diameter of five 

feet. The trunk is straight, and the crown is rounded.

The bark is thick, black and deeply furrowed.

Compound leaves have 15 to 23 leaflets and are arranged alternately on the stem.

The tree produces a toxic chemical called the juglone, which inhibits nearby plants’ growth



Perhaps the most significant thing 
about this twig is that its inner pith, 
right in the middle, and revealed with a 
sharp knife, is what we call 
"chambered," with a series of disk- 
like, spongy segments separated by 
discrete air chambers. Not many twigs 
have this feature.



Color/Appearance:
Heartwood can range from a lighter pale brown to a dark chocolate brown with darker brown streaks. 

Color can sometimes have a grey, purple, or reddish cast. Sapwood is pale yellow-gray to nearly white. 

Figured grain patterns such as curl, crotch, and burl are also seen.

Grain/Texture: Grain is usually straight, but can be irregular. Has a medium texture and moderate natural luster.

Workability :
Typically easy to work provided the grain is straight and regular. Planer tearout can sometimes be a 

problem when surfacing pieces with irregular or figured grain. Glues, stains, and finishes well (though 

walnut is rarely stained). Responds well to steam bending.

Odor:
Black walnut has a faint, mild odor when being worked. This odor is common among most Juglans 

species (except butternut) and can be used to separate it from other unrelated walnut lookalikes.

https://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/wood-color-appearance/
https://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/wood-grain-texture/
https://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/wood-workability/
https://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/wood-odor/
https://www.wood-database.com/butternut/


Rot Resistance: 
Black walnut is rated as very durable in terms of decay resistance, though it is susceptible to 

insect attack.

Allergies/Toxicity :

Although severe reactions are quite uncommon, black walnut has been reported as a sensitizer. (the 

more we are exposed to a wood’s sawdust or other fine particles, the more sensitive we get to its 

exposure, and the more severe and adverse the reactions become.)

Usually most common reactions simply include eye and skin irritation.

Pricing/Availability : 
Very popular and widely available, though board widths can sometimes be narrow. Wastage can 

be high if sapwood is not accounted for in projects. Considered a premium domestic hardwood, 

prices are in the high range for a domestic species

Common Uses: Furniture, cabinetry, gunstocks, interior paneling, veneer, turned items, and other small wooden objects and novelties

https://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/wood-durability/
https://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/wood-color-appearance/
https://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/wood-allergies-and-toxicity/
https://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/wood-allergies-and-toxicity/#sensitizer
https://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/wood-pricing-availability/
https://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/wood-workability/




IT WOULD BE HARD TO OVERSTATE BLACK 
WALNUT’S POPULARITY AMONG 
WOODWORKERS IN THE UNITED STATES. ITS 
GOOD WORKING CHARACTERISTICS, COUPLED 
WITH ITS RICH BROWN COLORATION PUTS THE 
WOOD IN A CLASS BY ITSELF AMONG 
TEMPERATE-ZONE HARDWOODS. TO CAP IT OFF, 
THE WOOD ALSO HAS GOOD DIMENSIONAL 
STABILITY, SHOCK RESISTANCE, AND STRENGTH 
PROPERTIES..
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